
Abstract 

Giov(l n Pil'lro Bt'llori. Cummi.\.\Ì()IIer jòr A ntiq11 ili fs ( 16 70-169-1 ). 
Documeuls j òr o hislm)' of tlu' cunsf'l'mtiou r~f the artistic lu•ritogP in Ro111e 

'Thi~ vulumt' rn711Pxed tv .fasrint!r' no. 144 o.J t/te Bollettino d '.-\ne PXrt?IIÌIIPS nn imjJOrlalll aspPcl oflhe 
musnvotiou ofllte artistir heritage in llaly: the rity of Rome inlhe srcond lw!ftiftht' 17'h ct>ufury. ami pro
;tisious rt'gulating arclweologim/ r'.\cavolions anrl tft p P\jJOrf ~/ worll.\ t~{ art. Tlu' r111Lhor examinrs almost rt 
thott~anr/ lict!IU't'S issued by lite Papa! StrtiP bflween l 654. tht• year in wliù:lt t/t,, rPp,'islers ofthe Presidenza 
delle ' Lrade, t !te mai n dorllmPufal)' .\ourcPs jòr the.\e fic:e11ces, bPf!:ÌII, (l nr/ l 695, the yMr of t !te /asl e.\ cava
fi()/1 rPjJOrl wrillm by Cùman PiPiro Bellori, a fno mn11/.hs b~fòre !ti., dPallt. Rr4/ori. t/te j(wums hislorion 
tllld theon•tirùw o{arl. was ComntissionPrfor Antiquilies of Rome jì'()lll 1670 lo 1694, [ro111 the pontificate 
~{C/euumf X Alliai to thnt of 1uuocenl XII PiffiWielli, aud Lite long jJPriod in whirh hr' ftpfd this pu~l is jJar
liru/arly imjwrlrllll [or the hisfm)J r?/lhf' contro/ r~/tllf' artistic herita~re in Rmllt'. 

1n the iutmdtu·to l)' essay lcith w/zic/1 hP preface~ lhl' publimtiou rifa/l lite lirPIICf'.\ iu que~livll , Lht• aulhm· 
briejly lmas the hislory r~fthe po~l o[Commis-,ario de lle Antichità eli Roma, Ìll jJOrticular rluring the se'(l
enleenth rPnlury. Atlhf' samP IÌIIIP he jJiaces thr' f' III!Jhasis 0 11 the dijflntlties ofimjJiellleuting, rmd Pufon:ing 
cumplimlCl' with . rme o[ t h e musi adr'mltNflan,~ uf i fs ki nel in l hP lzislOIJ of Rome: Lh r> P\·tremely thrivi ng o rl 
mar/u>l, Ll1f' ever 1110/'f' u1irlPspread de.\Ìl'f' among IMding Eu rojJl'0/1 roiiPriOI:ç lo ajJjJ1Vj>riate testimollies ofthe 
citfs t!assirrtl pasl, ami lhf' gmwing weulmess ~/ !hP Papa! State iu its l't'lations wilh olher Stotes, wNe ofleu 
iu conjlitl with !Ile jJIIb!it iuslilulions h1 Rolllf' ami with lhe desin' lo maiutain thP titJ:~ contro/ over its 
f1'1:lmordiuo1J heritagP ofnnciflll ami modf'nt nrl. Eloquenl examj;fps of !hP Papa! State~~ powerlesw ess lo 
stnn lhP hrtPmorrhagt! of its jJatrimoJLy Ìlu:lude the tmnsporl of !hP most cpfp/)l'atn l anliqaiLiPs of the !lilla 
Medici lo the col/ertiom (if /he Cmnd- Dukl' of7itSCfiiiJ in Flol'f'IICe, and the coutinuous e\jJorls o[ rmtiqui
fiP.\ (a nd al~o p/aster rasts ami modem works ~{art) lo thP Fmnre ~l Louis XIV Il was FrPIIch fai/uni to 
ubsu r1P, or its deliberale j!outiug of t/11' reslrictions imposed b)' LhP poutijiml aut!turilir'S 0 11 the P'l:jJort of 
work o[ a rl t/wl IPd t o a eleo l'et a n d more reslriclive regulation, issued by lite Cardi nn/ Ca merleugo Pal uz.
zo rlltieri with w1 edicl nn 5 Febmw~-y 1686. The autlwr a/so r•xaminP~ the various tyjJes nfliceuce: of Lhe 
some tlwusrnzd published hnt' lht' majority consist ofe'l;.rrwation permit.,, and onl_v 65 regard modem work 
ofart. Amrmg t!tesr, in tu m, on!J a 1W1)'/Pw jJaiuting:. m-e subjPriPd lo coui!VIs (an indicatiou oft!te PxtremP 
ji'fw lom of lite IJWrllf't in this fìeld). Contmls nn sculjJiure ~f//1(! period, by contmst. are far 111ore freqw'11l. 
Tl1is is jJI'P.'il/11/ab/y /in/mito tltP fi'ar t/wl imporlant antique sculptul'fS rou/d ai:!.O b,, exportnl mosquPmding 
a.\ mode m worll.\ of art. Hel/ori tri(l(//o l'l'fusi' t !te is!:luing of /irellces [or thr' t'XfJorl oj r111cient sculptures if 
tlwy Wf' re inlacl or ofpartiru/ar jHestige. t.Jihereo e:>..jHJI'IIuas easier in the case ofherwily J'PSiored sculptures 
(i. t'. Lhose with sub ·ta ntial mode m inlt'gralions). 

The volumP ends willt the pub/imtion ~flwo docummls t/wl i//w,lrale the conjlìrting inleresls ofthP timP: 
t/te rlltieri edicl (?/9 i\lay 1 ()85 t hai regulrltPs o.:rrwaticms in Llu' Papa! Stalr', and tllfì memomnrlwn seni by 
lht' Due d'E..'ìtréPs lo Louis XlV in janual)' 1687 lo injnrm h i m oftllf' fn'sh rlijfiwltie.\ thatlwrl .wjJP1ìlened 
in the export o[ worlts of a rl frolli Rom P. 
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